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tbey had obtained by means of violence. Hence the whole
colony was thrown into a state of panic when, in the year 1616,
two ' scab * ships, equipped by complete outsiders and com-
manded by Schouten and Lcmaire, actually repeated the per-
formance of Magellan and reached the Moluccas by way of
still another route which lay far to the south of the Strait of
Magellan.

In the end nothing much came of this bold attempt to break
the monopoly of the official Dutch East India Company. After
a prolonged fight in the courts of Holland Schouten and
Lcmaire's expedition was found to have been * out of bounds,'
and the courts upheld the high-handed decision of the Governor-
General in Batavia, who had immediately confiscated the vessels
and the cargoes of his most unwelcome competitors. Eventually
the ships were returned to their rightful owners. Too late to do
them any good, but for a short while at least this incident had
caused a terrific anxiety among the Gendemcn Seventeen, the
board of directors responsible for the conduct of the company's
affairs, and quite rightly so.

As for this expedition of the year 1616, which still survives
in the names of Cape Hoorn, the southernmost point of the
American continent, and in that of many islands and bays along
the coast of Tierra del Fucgo, it was one of the most memorable
voyages of all times. Having left their home port on the Zuydcr
Zee, Schouten and Lcmaire ha.d, for the first seven thousand
miles, followed the route of Magellan. But when they reached
the Strait of Magellan they decided to try their luck farther
towards the south.

In the year 1616 all the maps still showed South America as
being directly connected with either the South Pole or the un-
known Southland, and the Strait of Magellan was merely sup-
posed to be a gap in the barrier. Now Schouten and Lcmaire
were primarily intent upon settling a point of law. The mono-
poly which, the Estates of Holland had bestowed upon the Dutch
East India Company spoke of the exclusive use the vessels of